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Much of Frangoise Schein s work
of lhe lasl lew years has involved
a search lor new modes ot map-

makrng In a vaflety ol Inedtums
and forms her art has explored
lhe diagrammrng of contempo-
rary spaces and events lor whtch
conventronat maps are rncreas-
rrgly inadequate-lhe new ab_
stract dtmenstons ol ctrcuits,
wnelner composed ol data l ight.
energy or syslems ot lransporla_
lron and crculai lon In hef recenl
show She conlroole.J lhe drf l icul-
lres rnvolved n repfesenlrng lhe
conrpterr ty ot  lhe contemporary
crt  y

Ralher than construcl  a l i red
rrnage of lhe crly Schern s tatesl
r i !reo medra prer:es experlmenl
wrlh wa,,,s ol mU lrplyrng our
exper 'ence Ol aI  ufban lerrain
One n5p' .216n tor lhese preces
rs_lhe ( l l r  frese daatbao a p\tbttc.
rrr lermalron /va I Thus Schetn s
lrqhl box lr l led Daztbao lot the
Oty ot f iekldq 132 by 24 by 5
Incnes) s a kr l ld c l  palrmpsesl  on
\,ehrch she devetops a no|oo oi
lhe c l ly  as a nexus ol  f lows ol
In lorrrralro.  Wrlhrn lhrS densely
Oeaul i lUl  work a multr layered aS.
semblaqe ol  hrs lo lcal  screntr ic.
socral lopographrcal and lechoo.
loercal elentenls generales new
vre\&pornls frorn,,!hrch lo consld
er lhe cr ly

On a glowrng ield parnled
brcl.  fe. j  r  umrnaled by l |ghts
comrng lrom behrnd a daawn and
elched plan ol the otd c:ty ol
Her,ng and a map ol r ls modern
subway s! slem overlap Parnled

in srlver ac.oss lhe surlace ol
bolh are various Chinese constel-
lations. Visible through holes in
these maps are fragments of olh.
er diagrams ol stars as vvell as
depictions ol quarks-an rnter.
section ol lhe most anc€nt and
lhe neweSl represenlations Ol
man s comprehensron ol ma er
Frnally. burll over lhe piece rs an
abacus a grld lhal lorms a set of
coordrnales The whole work res
ooates wrlh an Interpenelratlon
ol ancrenl and modern modes ol
Knowledge movemenl, work ap
prenensron ol lhe slars and the
seasons flere conJorns wtth malh
emalrcs ano an evocalron of con
lemporary technologres

Another l lghl box Modet lc' a
Daztbao lor the Aty of Stockhotm
(32 by 24 by 6 Inches) atso pre
SenlS a l ranslucent sur lace of
maps ar)d plans ol urban sys
lems l l  J !xtaposes the present.
day conlours ot lhrs northern crt!
and rls harbor wrlh reterences to
lhe abrdrng mporlance ol the
sea lhe sun and lhe c|mate In ls
hrslory BUI here. lhe tradrtronaj
map rs merely one unrl to a larqer
synlactrcal lormat because the
prece rncorporales elements trke
a mrnralure televrston sel and a
drgrtal clock the lopographrcal
c,rmensroos Of lhe City corncrde
wrlh other. nonspattal struc
lures

Schern who was lrained as ao
archrlecl has consrslently

soughl ways lo presenl her work
on a public scale (tter subway
map ol New York Crty ernbedded
in a Greene Street sidewalk is
one such reatrzed projecl) Each
prece In lhts show was a model
tor a much larger sculpluralmural
installabon

ll lhe Ight boxes at least in
lher maquelte srze. have a lapl
dary clafl ly renlrnlscenl of C(lr.
nell Scherns lnle Zone pte
senls a harsher and more rrnpos
Ing vrsron An 8 by 14loot cop
pef alumrnufit and wood Inodel
for a Wodd Trade Center projecl
(r l  under laken lhe i i Iat  \ rork wr l l
b€ lwrce l i ls stze) lrne Zone s
a wal l  mounled e obal  panorama
composeo ol  a chaolrc palch
wofK Ol Schenralrc aral)S Ol v,,hal
aie predrcled to be the wo(ld s
l2 larqesl  c Ies r  re year 20tU
lhrcr rr reqular and lw sl  )g vertr
cal  str ipS ol  metal  run acrosS lhe
prece lo rndrcale lhe 24 trme
zones al  lhe ioD Ot each str lp rs a
Clfck sel  lor  a l )ar l  . t r tar  zone
The drslrrrbrnq lnrcp ol  ihe work
lres rn lhe unsel l | r ]q Incompaltbt l
r ly  belween lhe f !ecrsron ol  Ihe
24 clocks an.1 lhe protr leralrng
drsorder of the maps beneath
them Clock trme seems hope
lessly Inadequale amrd the over.
lapprng srmullanerly ol a mutal
Ing world crty The drslunctron
ol lhese systems atong wrlh the
ruslrng melal| tc colors of the
work. suggests a dyslopian
rmage ol the fin-de mrllennium
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