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Global Citizen
NAME: Frangoise Schein
roCAr!oN: Paris. Schein is
originally f rom Brusseis,
aAcKGRoUND; Schein is a visual
artist, architect. and urban
designer. She is aiso the founder
of Inscrire (inscdre.com),
a nonprofit organization that
works internationally to create
permanent public art instaila-
tionsabouthuman rights.
lnscrire's projects include
painted-tile murals in subway
stations in Berlin, Brussels,
Lisbon, Paris, Rio deJaneiro,
andStockholm.
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About lnscrire: "Weworkto

spark discussion and reflection
about human dghts through art.
The organization began in t9 8 9
when I was working on a proj-
ect related to the maps ofparis. I
started studyirg the history ofrle
city, how it was bom, and I came
aqoss The Declaration ofthe Rights
of Mdn and. ofthe Ciizen,\rrbich
was signed during the Frenih
Revolution in 178 9. I inserted
text ftom tliat famous document
into a drawing ofthe metro sys-
tem, because I thought those
ideas were part ofthe foundation
of Paris. The declaration radically
changed the city, the country,
and even the world. My dmw-
ing eventuelly led to the design
for the interior ofthe Concorde
metro station in Pads, which
is coveled with tiles, each one
printed with a letter liom this
same text. Now I am working on
Inscrire proiects in places as far
away as the favelas of Sao pauto."
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The point of art: "All ofour proj-
ects are visible from the sheets
or in subway stations, because
these are the most democratic
places on earth. As people walk
into the concorde meho sta-
tion, they see lette$ lirdng the
walls. After a few minutes tiey
rea lize the letters are not random,
and they start to discover words.
It might not be until they are in
the train that they realize the
text is about human rights-
it's the declaration. But the goal
is not to have people read the
whole document. It's about crcat-
ing a question inpeople's minds.
That's the point of art-to make
peoplethink."
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Aglobal effort: "Some Inscrire
ploiects begin because people
come to my studio in Pads and
are interested in leaming mo!e.
Sometimes we approach schools
or nonprofits in other countries.
Ffust we ask the participants about
events in theit lives that relate to
a specfic article ofthe U,xirerscl
Decldrarton ofguman R{7hts. after
discussing these ideas, everyone
is asked to create an image that
lepresents his or her expedence
ofhuman rights. Finally, they
paint these images onto cemmic
tiles, which are eventua[y placed
into the mural, along with a
map ofthe city, neighborhood,
or country, and the text oftie
declamtion. Around the same
table, you can work with middle-
class people and underprivi-
leged people, young and old, and
everyone helps each other. The
concept ofhuman rights has a lot
to do with all of our shared histo-
ries. These ideas go straight into
people's hearts." A
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Underground Artist
Frangoise Schein transforms subway stations with thought-provoking art

Place matters: 'Inscrire i$ about
seeing human rights and history
flom a local point ofview. In Rio
de Janeiro, the tile worLs include
locals'paintings that focus on
slavery, indigenous people, and
the destructiol ofthe Amazon.
In Stod<iolm, the tile muals
depict the tmvels ofl8th-
cenhrry Swedish botanist Carl
Linnaeus, as well as images of
modem problems such as airpol
lution. In the metro in Bmssels,
tiousands ofletters from the
text ofthe Unioercal Declaration
d f Human Rig hts [adopted. nrtarli-
mously by the United Nations in
19481 surround a zigzag line. This
line represents all the bordels
ofEurope put together, as ifthe
countries were Siving a hand to
each otler. we always work with
the local people to decide how
they want to represent their
cultuml themes."


